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We appreciate the comments of Dr Lucertini. Our preliminary data provide support for the use of angioplasty and stenting over best medical therapy for patients with symptomatic carotid stenosis who are poor surgical candidates. 1 We recognize that one major difficulty with the interpretation of our data is that the definition of a poor surgical candidate is multi-factorial and problematic. Furthermore, this definition will vary among physicians. Consequently, it is not possible to compare data from case series of "high-risk" patients and arrive at firm conclusions regarding the relative roles of angioplasty and surgery in this poorly defined population. At present, patients who are good surgical candidates should undergo surgical endarterectomy, given the strong evidence for stroke risk reduction and durability from NASCET and ECST. 2, 3 The role of angioplasty and stenting for patients who are good surgical candidates will be determined by randomized clinical trials. The data from the CAVATAS and as yet unpublished SAPPHIRE trials are promising but not yet conclusive. 4 Angioplasty and stenting should be considered as an option for symptomatic patients in whom surgical endarterectomy is considered to be either very high-risk or not possible. 
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